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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) basic social and economic conditions of farmers
in Bang Nam Preuw district, Chacheongsao province 2) knowledge in rice production according to the cost
production guidelines in rice production 3) practice in rice production according the cost production
guidelines 4) problems suggestion and extension guidelines in the cost production guidelines. The population
in this research consisted of 1) 8,599 rice production farmers who had registered as farmers with Bang
Nam Preuw district agricultural office, Chacheongsao province. The sample size of 122 people was determined
by using Taro Yamane formula with the error value of 0.09 and simple random sampling method. Data
were collected by conducting interview and 2) 14 farmer group representatives and agricultural extension
officers at the district level responsible for rice collective farming system extension to study and analyze
the opinions and suggestions in the cost reduction of rice production. Data were analyzed by using
statistics such as frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, and standard deviation.
The results of the research found out that 1) farmers had the average age of 49.02 years old, completed
primary school education, had the average experience in rice production of 21.78 years, had the average
rice production cost of 4,079 Baht/Rai, had the average rice productivity of 900.00 kilogram/Rai, and had
the average rice selling income of 6,833.20 Baht/ton. 2) Knowledge regarding good agricultural practice in
order to reduce the production costs at the high level. 3) The practice according to the guidelines for cost
reduction of rice production was at the high level. 4) The problems in rice production cost reduction were
at the highest level in production factors such as high price of weed control chemicals, high price of pest
control chemicals, high price of chemical fertilizers, and high price of rice seeds. Suggestions would be that
farmers wanted to have the production center or point of seed selection , to have officers promote the soil
preparation, to have the concrete extension in the application of microbial pesticide in pest control, to
promote fertilizer application, to cut and modify soil by using green manure, to apply customized fertilizer
according to soil analysis, to encourage the extension in the application of microbial fertilizers with the weeds
in the rice fields, to make the sewage system and clear the raceway, and to have the rice production cost
reduction farming. The extension guidelines in rice production cost reduction were such as the agricultural
extension officers should support and develop knowledge regarding production and management of good rice
seeds by organizing training and knowledge transfer along with taking the farmers on full-form field trips, and
the government sector should support soil nutrition analysis toolkit in the soil and support the application
of organic fertilizer mixed with chemical fertilizer.

Keywords: Cost reduction, rice production, Guildlines for Cost Reduction in Rice Production
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